
 

June 2022 Newsletter 

CCRL Updates 

Dear friends of CCRL, 

It is always hard to describe “an average” Canadian. We are a diverse bunch with many 
connections internationally and across the country. This makes the news hard to grapple 
with at times, especially when we read about events like those in Nigeria, India, Sri Lanka, 
and Afghanistan noted in this newsletter. When we read them, we know that these are not 
just headlines. They are realities for fellow Canadians who have families or friends in those 
regions. Of course, the domestic headlines speak just as strong for many Canadians as 
inter-provincial and territorial immigration is even higher in some regions compared to 
international immigration. 

As we enter into another summer under the pandemic, we wish you and your loved ones 
time to reconnect where possible and a time of rest. May the uplifting headlines below, 
like that of Escaping Afghanistan, Lessons from an Alberta couple celebrating 75 years 
together, The art of the Inuit tattoo, among others, remind us all that religion, spirituality, 
and non-religious identity are also positive influences in people’s lives and society. 

In the background, we will continue working on our exciting projects this year. If you 
would like to support, collaborate, or connect with us in this new work, please reach out 
at any time. You are welcome. 

Sincerely, 

Alice 

CCRL Executive Director & Co-Founder 

  

 

 

  

 

https://www.cbc.ca/radiointeractives/docproject/escaping-afghanistan
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/lessons-from-an-alberta-couple-celebrating-75-years-together-1.6476631
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/lessons-from-an-alberta-couple-celebrating-75-years-together-1.6476631
https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/the-art-of-the-inuit-tattoo/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/projects/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/support-us/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/about-ccrl/partners/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/contact/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/alice-chan/


The Pulse 

 

Masoomi and some Marefat students play in the snow during their first winter in 
Saskatoon. (Submitted by Maryam Masoomi). More in the article below: Escaping 

Afghanistan 

  

How does belief (religious or not) inform life and society in Canada today?  

Here are some headlines that show how religious, spiritual, and non-religious 
perspectives remain part of our daily lives and society. They show the struggles, virtues, 

and influence of Canadians in local and global communities. Some are one-on-one 
interactions while others are systemic, good and bad. 

Follow our Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn accounts for headlines on a regular basis. 
Note, these headlines do not indicate endorsement but are shared for the purpose of 

awareness and understanding.  

Canada: 

• 10 spiritual hikes to rejuvenate your soul Broadview 
• Being Two-Spirit and trans in Canada: How colonization shaped the way we view 

gender diversity Global News 
• Canada Indigenous leaders want pope to visit more locations AP News 
• Canadian government to introduce anti-Islamophobia representative CityNews 

Edmonton 
• Religion in Canada isn’t declining quite the way it’s believed to be, Cardus, Angus 

Reid research finds The BC Catholic 

Territories: 

• Planning for papal visit to Canada continue as Pope Francis cancels Africa trip 
Winnipeg Free Press 

https://www.cbc.ca/radiointeractives/docproject/escaping-afghanistan
https://www.cbc.ca/radiointeractives/docproject/escaping-afghanistan
https://broadview.org/10-canadian-caminos/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8903907/two-spirit-indigenous-colonization-lgbtq-inside-pride/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8903907/two-spirit-indigenous-colonization-lgbtq-inside-pride/
https://apnews.com/article/pope-francis-canada-religion-edmonton-alberta-31589851e610f991ab8d68f51aa19beb
https://edmonton.citynews.ca/2022/06/06/canadian-islamophobia-representative/
https://bccatholic.ca/news/catholic-van/religion-in-canada-isn-t-declining-quite-the-way-it-s-believed-to-be-cardus-angus-reid-research-finds
https://bccatholic.ca/news/catholic-van/religion-in-canada-isn-t-declining-quite-the-way-it-s-believed-to-be-cardus-angus-reid-research-finds
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/planning-for-papal-visit-to-canada-continue-as-pope-francis-cancels-africa-trip-576582642.html


• The art of the Inuit tattoo Nunatsiaq News 
• Yellowknife City Council signs memo for university on Tin Can Hill CBC North 

British Columbia: 

• Douglas Todd: Secularism surges in Cascadia, for good and ill Vancouver Sun  
• National Indigenous Peoples Day celebration returns to Surrey’s Holland Park on 

June 21 Surrey Now-Leader 
• New podcast spotlights rural B.C.’s Doukhobor community, legacy of sect’s leader 

CBC British Columbia 
• North America’s oldest Gurdwara offers a peek into the complex history of B.C.’s 

first Sikh settlers CBC British Columbia 

Alberta: 

• Edmonton tattoo artist who killed seven-year-old girl was avid conspiracy theorist 
on a ‘spiritual awakening’: former wife Edmonton Journal 

• How a Lutheran and a United church ended up sharing Sunday service CBC 
Calgary 

• Lessons from an Alberta couple celebrating 75 years together CBC Edmonton 

Prairies: 

• Book offers a picture of religious diversity in Manitoba Winnipeg Free Press  
• Escaping Afghanistan CBC Radio Interactives 
• How a century-old Canadian connection is bringing help, comfort to struggling 

Ukrainians CBC Manitoba 
• Mennonite Central Committee makes important statement Winnipeg Free Press 

Ontario: 

• Former Oakville pastor Bruxy Cavey charged with sexual assault The Hamilton 
Spectator 

• Lacrosse is more medicine than game for these high school students CBC Ottawa 
• Toronto’s Metropolitan Community Church wants to take its social-justice work to 

the next level with plan for a human-rights centre The Globe & Mail 
• Wisdom: Indigenous Medicine Pouch a spiritual part of tradition shared among all 

cultures TB News Watch 

Quebec: 

• Bernard Drainville se portera candidat pour la CAQ Le Devoir 
• How the CAQ is rebranding Quebec nationalism CBC News 
• Une demande d’action collective contre les Frères Maristes pour des agressions 

sexuelles alléguées Le Soleil 

 

https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/the-art-of-the-inuit-tattoo/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/yellowknife-council-tin-can-memo-1.6480131
https://vancouversun.com/opinion/columnists/douglas-todd-secularism-surges-in-cascadia-for-good-and-ill
https://www.surreynowleader.com/community/national-indigenous-peoples-day-celebration-returns-to-surreys-holland-park-on-june-21/
https://www.surreynowleader.com/community/national-indigenous-peoples-day-celebration-returns-to-surreys-holland-park-on-june-21/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/headwaters-podcast-doukhobors-1.6473119
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/history-fraser-valley-sikh-settlers-tour-1.6468402
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/history-fraser-valley-sikh-settlers-tour-1.6468402
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/crime/edmonton-tattoo-artist-who-killed-7-year-old-girl-was-avid-conspiracy-theorist-on-a-spiritual-awakening-former-wife
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/crime/edmonton-tattoo-artist-who-killed-7-year-old-girl-was-avid-conspiracy-theorist-on-a-spiritual-awakening-former-wife
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/church-brooks-alberta-shared-1.6483152
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/lessons-from-an-alberta-couple-celebrating-75-years-together-1.6476631
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/book-offers-a-picture-of-religious-diversity-in-manitoba-576577862.html
https://www.cbc.ca/radiointeractives/docproject/escaping-afghanistan
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/ukraine-winnipeg-mennonite-connection-1.6467180
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/ukraine-winnipeg-mennonite-connection-1.6467180
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/mennonite-central-committe-makes-important-statement-576581812.html
https://www.thespec.com/news/crime/2022/06/06/oakville-bruxy-cavey-hamilton-sexual-assault.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/cornwall-akwesasne-mohawk-kanienkehaka-lacrosse-after-school-1.6481422
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-torontos-metropolitan-community-church-launches-fundraising-campaign/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-torontos-metropolitan-community-church-launches-fundraising-campaign/
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/wisdom/wisdom-indigenous-medicine-pouch-a-spiritual-part-of-tradition-shared-among-all-cultures-5459820
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/wisdom/wisdom-indigenous-medicine-pouch-a-spiritual-part-of-tradition-shared-among-all-cultures-5459820
https://www.ledevoir.com/politique/718677/bernard-drainville-se-portera-candidat-pour-la-caq
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/caq-quebec-nationalism-1.6475684
https://www.lesoleil.com/2022/06/07/une-demande-daction-collective-contre-les-freres-maristes-pour-des-agressions-sexuelles-alleguees-a572dff576fd86730de2e1daf5d37e30
https://www.lesoleil.com/2022/06/07/une-demande-daction-collective-contre-les-freres-maristes-pour-des-agressions-sexuelles-alleguees-a572dff576fd86730de2e1daf5d37e30


Atlantic Provinces: 

• A renaissance man: Millefiore Clarkes reflects on Gerard Clarkes’ life as an artist, 
philosopher, poet and father Saltwire 

• How P.E.I. monks are continuing free food box campaign despite rising inflation 
CBC PEI 

• Selling churches to pay for sins CBC News 

International: 

• India: Diplomatic storm over BJP staff insult of Prophet Muhammad Al Jazeera  
• Nigeria Owo church attack: Gunmen kill Catholic worshippers in Ondo BBC News 
• Russian Orthodox Church sends its second most powerful figure on lower-ranking 

overseas posting Reuters 
• St Kitts and Nevis: Govt invites people to pray for protection of Federation as 

Hurricane season commences Writeups24 
• The danger of finding our meaning at work Religion News Service 
• Why young protesters in Sri Lanka are wary of traditional politics DW 

  

  

  

 

  

 

Religious Literacy Thought Corner 

  

Every issue, this section will focus on one specific aspect of society or identity. Using 
religious literacy skills and framework, our team will briefly prompt how to identify and 
perceive the influence of religion, spirituality, and non-religious belief in our lives and 
world. Past Thought Corners are here.  

In this issue, Dr. Siebren Miedema, a CCRL Board Member, discusses:  

https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/lifestyles/a-renaissance-man-millefiore-clarkes-reflects-on-gerard-clarkes-life-as-an-artist-philosopher-poet-and-father-100741042/
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/lifestyles/a-renaissance-man-millefiore-clarkes-reflects-on-gerard-clarkes-life-as-an-artist-philosopher-poet-and-father-100741042/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-monk-food-boxes-1.6479095
https://www.cbc.ca/newsinteractives/features/selling-churches-to-pay-for-sins
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/6/5/bjp-suspends-spokespersons-who-insulted-prophet-muhammad
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-61697409
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-orthodox-church-sends-its-second-most-powerful-figure-lower-ranking-2022-06-08/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-orthodox-church-sends-its-second-most-powerful-figure-lower-ranking-2022-06-08/
https://writeups24.com/st-kitts-and-nevis-govt-invites-people-to-pray-for-protection-of-federation-as-hurricane-season-commences/
https://writeups24.com/st-kitts-and-nevis-govt-invites-people-to-pray-for-protection-of-federation-as-hurricane-season-commences/
https://religionnews.com/2022/06/08/the-danger-of-finding-our-meaning-at-work/
https://www.dw.com/en/why-young-protesters-in-sri-lanka-are-wary-of-traditional-politics/a-61978409
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/thought-corner/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/about-ccrl/board-and-advisors/


 

Religious literacy is needed for understanding the past, the 
present, and with an eye on acting in the future 

The past 

Up till the sixties I grew up in a Dutch Reformed subculture and in a completely pillarized, 
that is segregated setting from the perspective of religion and worldview. During the last 
years of secondary school, sixteen to eighteen years old and in the midst of the roaring 
sixties, all Protestant secondary schools had opened their admittance policy for students. 
It was enough if parents and students respected the particular religious identity of a 
school. Teachers were allowed to doubt openly in class some of the Christian doctrines 
and spoke frankly about their membership of non-Christian political parties. 

Religious and worldview difference and diversity entered into my world. Next to that I 
became a member of a peace movement and a Third World movement and joined forces 
there with all kinds of Christians: Mennonites, Lutherans, Remonstrants, and Roman 
Catholics, but also with humanists, atheists, agnostics, pacifists, and communists. 

Then I realized and experienced for the first time in my life that besides being part of our 
own particular organization, community, or church we also need to cross our borders and 
join forces in the social and the public domain for a better, that is, a more humane world, 
on the basis of our different and at some points even conflicting worldviews. However, 
there was also the question: “Could I take such a broader perspective without alienating 
gradually from ‘my own’ group?’ This experience and insight have become exemplary for 
me: being a member of a particular organization, group, or community should strengthen 
the identity of persons and should support them in making them ready and prepared for 
living, working, and learning together with these “others” in the social and public domain 
instead of locking them in. These “others” should no longer be perceived as a threat, but as 
a colorful enrichment. 

The present 

As an expert on religion and worldview education, I participate together with my 
colleague Gerdien Bertram-Troost from my university in an European, so-called 



Erasmus+-project on “Peace Education”. This project is organized by the Protestant Church 
of Germany (EKD) and funded by the European Union. The experts work together with 
teachers and students from several secondary schools in West-European and East-
European countries. (See for information 
https://www.gpenreformation.net/networkactivities/peace-education-
period/schoolcope/) 

The experts have provided knowledge, insights and skills in dealing with digital media, and 
on peace education and religious education. With the help also from their teachers the 
students are developing Actionbound trajectories through which they lead students from 
the other schools along remarkable places in respect to peace and war, and possibly also 
including religious and worldview perspectives in the Actionbound (see for more on the 
use of Actionbound https://en.actionbound.com/stepbystep). 

One of the East-European groups had already chosen a very interesting site related to the 
Second World War, more specifically focusing on the impact of the Holocaust in their city. 
Due to the pandemic most of the time of the project we were meeting via ZOOM. My 
colleague and I reacted very enthusiastically on their work. However, we had only one 
question: “Were there also religious aspects related to their chosen site?” Complete 
silence. Thus, we suggested that it might have been the case that clashes between Jewish 
believers with for example Roman Catholic, Protestant or Orthodox believers could have 
had influences as well. Of course, next to ethnic, cultural, political and historical aspects. 

Understanding at present parts of a particular history, it is of great importance that 
students (but also adults) are able to develop their religious literacy and their religious 
sensitivity in the broad sense. How could we otherwise, for example really understand 
what at the moment is going on in the war between Russia and Ukraine? 

The future 

Based on the astonishing and sometimes even depressing developments which happen on 
a global scale today (wars, climate changes, pollution, discriminations, genocide, et 
cetera), there is even more need in the future to teach and learn to live ethnically, 
culturally, religiously and qua gender peacefully together in the world. This, in my view, is 
a pedagogical, religious, political, societal and as well as global necessity, and families, 
schools and societies can play a major and positive role here. Religious literacy needs to 
be an indispensable link in all these domains. 

Dr. Siebren Miedema, Professor Emeritus in Religious Education in the 
Faculty of Religion and Theology and Professor Emeritus in Educational 
Foundations in the Faulty of Behavioral and Movement Sciences at the 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and CCRL Board Member 

To read other ways to use religious literacy, check out other Thought 
Corner contributions here: https://ccrl-clrc.ca/religious-literacy-
resources/thought-corner/

 

https://www.gpenreformation.net/networkactivities/peace-education-period/schoolcope/
https://www.gpenreformation.net/networkactivities/peace-education-period/schoolcope/
https://www.gpenreformation.net/networkactivities/peace-education-period/schoolcope/
https://en.actionbound.com/stepbystep
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/work/civic-religious-literacy/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/about-ccrl/board-and-advisors/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/religious-literacy-resources/thought-corner/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/religious-literacy-resources/thought-corner/


Cultural/Holy days (June & July 2022) 

This list of dates is generally commemorated or observed by many individuals within a 
community. Some individuals from each community may not adhere to the cultural/holy 
days themselves. It is not a comprehensive list of cultural/holy days worldwide but a list of 
those commonly recognized across parts of Canada. Our team wishes you a rejuvenating 
time of contemplation and community support this June & July. 

 

A photo from ‘We hope this event provides some colour, joy and love for our community’ 
in Brighton about a Pentecost Pride Worship Celebration in Brighton, Ontario (The 

Peterborough Examiner) 

  

June 2022 

JUNE 3 – Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib (Sikhs) 
JUNE 5 – Pentecost (some Christians) 
JUNE 6 – Shavuot (some Jews), Whit Monday (some Christians) 
JUNE 16 – Corpus Christi (some Christians) 
JUNE 21 –  National Indigenous Peoples Day, World Humanist Day (Humanists), Summer 
Solstice (various groups) 
JUNE 24 –  St. Jean Baptiste (Catholics, predominantly in Quebec) 
  

July 2022 
JULY 1 –  Rath Yatra (some Hindus) 
JULY 9 – Martyrdom of the Báb (Baha’is) 
JULY 10 – Eid-al-Adha (Muslims) 
JULY 13 – Dharma Day (Theravada Buddhists), Guru Purinima (some Hindus) 
JULY 24 – Pioneer Day (Latter Day Saints) 
JULY 29  – Muharram, ends August 28 (some Muslims) 
 

https://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/local-brighton/news/2022/05/29/we-hope-this-event-provides-some-colour-joy-and-love-for-our-community-in-brighton.html
https://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/local-brighton/news/2022/05/29/we-hope-this-event-provides-some-colour-joy-and-love-for-our-community-in-brighton.html
http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-the-world/martyrdom-guru-arjan-dev-sikhs/
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html
https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/jewish/shavuot.php
https://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/whit-monday/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Feast-of-Corpus-Christi
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/national-aboriginal-day
https://humanists.international/what-is-humanism/world-humanist-day/
https://www.rd.com/culture/fascinating-summer-solstice-traditions-around-globe/
https://www.rd.com/culture/fascinating-summer-solstice-traditions-around-globe/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/st-jean-baptiste-day
https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/india/rath-yatra.php
https://bahaiteachings.org/remembering-the-martyrdom-of-the-bab
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Eid-al-Adha
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zd4dtfr/revision/2#:~:text=Dharma%20Day%20is%20celebrated%20in,beginning%20of%20the%20Buddha's%20teaching.&text=Traditionally%2C%20in%20early%20Buddhism%2C%20at,nomadic%20lifestyle%20for%20three%20months.
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/guru-purnima/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/pioneer-day-2015-mormon_n_55af15a5e4b0a9b94852f9ec
https://www.muslimaid.org/media-centre/blog/muharram/

