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2019-2020  
Annual Report 
 

We are a team of religious 
literacy specialists and those 
committed to promoting 
understanding.  
 
Together, we work as a non-
religious non-profit to foster 
understanding about                
religious, spiritual, and non-
religious beliefs and people 
in all sectors of Canadian 
society. 
 

To live, work, and engage 
better together.  
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Message from the Board Chair 
 
On behalf of the members of the CCRL Board, I am delighted to share the 2019-2020      
Annual Report. Prepared by Alice Chan, our truly remarkable Executive Director and leader 
of an extraordinary team of dedicated individuals, the Report celebrates a second year of 
incredibly active existence for the CCRL. Bravo to all! 

We know that 2020 has been a challenging year on many fronts for people and                   
institutions. The CCRL has continued to thrive as it brings experience and religious literacy 
expertise to all of its projects and partnerships. Research continues, teaching and learning 
continue, consulting continues, and, finally, insightful and meaningful programming 
throughout a wide range of communities continues with great gusto.  

The CCRL heads into its third year confident in its accomplishments to 
date and its ambitions for the future. Buoyed by the news received at the 
end of 2020 of two successful grant applications, Alice and the team 
look forward to leading and participating in a diverse spectrum of events 
and ongoing projects. In addition, we will turn our attention to ways in 
which to solidify funding and thus expand the scope of the 
CCRL’s impact.  

With much gratitude to our advisors, donors, team members, and board         
members, I wish the CCRL a new year marked by hope and inspiration,                   
connection and peace.      
         Dr. Shauna Van Praagh 

Message from the Executive Director  
  

2020 was a difficult year. We began our second year in operation as the COVID-19        
pandemic spread and exposed the inequities in our society more than before. However, we 
are researcher-educators, and the pandemic strengthened our commitment to our          
intersectional work because of the inequities we saw. For this reason, I am so proud to 
share with you the CCRL 2019-2020 Annual Report. 

Though our team consists of front-line workers in educational institutions, we remain    
committed  despite our demanding schedules. We continued to use research to analyze, 
inform, and discuss social and local needs through customized engagements.   

Looking ahead, we will remain committed to our mission to promote     
understanding through religious literacy—an omitted skill that can help 
us discuss, perceive, and respond to the complex tensions in recon-
ciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples and racial 
tensions, among many other concerns across Canada and globally. 

In the pages ahead, you will see highlights from our past year—a team    
effort. Together, our team, board members, advisors, partners, and      
community networks have been pivotal in our growth and success. I 
am thankful for them and the generosity and support of our donors.  

   Committed for the long-run, 

 
  W. Y. Alice Chan, PhD 
  Executive Director and Co-Founder 
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Our Approach 
 
As educator-researchers, we are grounded by an intersectional lens 
and offer customized services in the areas of education, research,    
consulting, and program evaluation. Our engagements have been and 
will continue to be based on research, local perspectives, and in      
collaboration with local networks. We also contribute through           
academic and non-academic publications. 

Education Research Consulting 

Program 

Evaluation 

Our work is evidence-based, and we work where we live and have  
existing relationships. 

This 3-prong approach ensures our work is locally relevant and           
specific to the needs and interests of the communities and sectors we 

engage with. 

Publications 
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Summary: December 2019 to November 2020 

10 CCRL-led 
engagements 

 

11 CCRL co-led 

engagements 

 

Outside of Canada 
Separate from the data above, we were invited to participate in the G20 Interfaith Forum Education 
Working Group, focusing on Education and Religious Literacy, and the Aspen Institute’s Powering 
Pluralism Network. We were also invited to guest speak by Religious Freedom USA, a professor at 
Griffiths University in Brisbane, Australia, and an Adult Religious Literacy Series in Arlington Heights, 
Illinois. We foresee continued contributions to our international networks in the coming years. 

 

We consistently aim to collaborate with local organizations to offer a relevant and local perspective. 

From November 2018 to November 2019, we contributed to engagements in Regina, Saskatchewan 
too. In the coming year, we aim to strengthen relationships in the regions listed above while          
expanding this work into Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Newfoundland.  

We will continue to evaluate each of our engagements in order to improve as we grow. 

Regions where we led or co-led engagements 
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Our Engagements 
Promoting understanding through religious literacy requires the support of all parts of society, so 
we engaged educational and public sectors of society. Next year, we aim to develop relationships 
in private sectors.  

Here are highlights from the past year. 

Dec 2019: CCRL Educators’ Toolkit 

Dec 2019: Roundtable on Racism, Montreal 

Jan 2020: Guest speaking, Online 

Mar 2020: Roundtable on Racism, Vancouver 

Aug 2020: Interactive workshop, Online 
Oct 2020: Guest speaking & Discussion, Online 

Oct 2020: Webinar & Discussion, Online 
Nov 2020: Interactive workshop, Online 
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We engage children, youth, and young adults in 
educational institutions to help them develop 
their religious literacy and understand their 
world and one another at an earlier age.  

In 2020, we delivered 10 courses, workshops, 
and guest speaking engagements including those 
with:  

• Lawyers-in-training at the McGill              
University Faculty of Law 

• A variety of healthcare practitioners at the 
University of Toronto, Centre for                       
Interprofessional Education 

• Teachers-in-training at the McGill                 
University Faculty of Education 

• Religious and community leaders at the 
Vancouver School of Theology 

As educator-researchers, we know the value of 
learning at an early age so that misinformation, 
bias, and prejudices towards religious, spiritual, 
and non-religious people are not adopted or 
promoted. 

The civic nature and professional duty to be          
religiously literate in public service occupations 
are clear. 

80 to 100% 

See relevance of civic               
religious literacy in their 

professional life 

 
In 2021, we seek funding to strengthen our      
offerings and provide funded-services to                
struggling institutions, mindful of the pandemic 
and economic constraints of many organizations.  

Our Initiatives 
Educational Institution Engagements 

This Social Development Studies class 
workshop (above) at Renison College, 
University of Waterloo, used religious    
literacy to analyze the tensions between 
Unist’ot’en and Wet’suwet’en First         
Nations, provincial and federal bodies.  

“Political and religious literacy: 
How do they intersect?”  

“As a neuroscience researcher, I don't 
come across discussions about          

spiritualities and politics a lot. Now, 
knowing how great of an impact 
such topics can have on people's 

every day life, it might be worthwhile 
for me to expand my research to       

include these topics.” 

- Student, University of Waterloo, 
February 2020 
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Our intersectional work looks at individuals and 
communities’ religious, spiritual, and non-
religious worldview along with other aspects of 
identity, e.g. race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
gender, etc.  

This way, our intersectional lens helps us see that 
religious literacy is relevant in all spaces, not just 
religious ones. 

In 2020, our 11 roundtables, focus groups,       
webinars, guest speaking, and community com-
petition engagements discussed social concerns,   
including:  

• Race relations and racism 

• Inter-cultural hate 

• Vivre ensemble 

• Equity 

• Quebec’s Bill 21 

Community and academic conference presenta-
tions were canceled due to the COVID-19           
pandemic, but we adapted by hosting or           
participating in community work online instead. 

This led us to work with the North Shore            
Restorative Justice Society, the Words Without 
Borders (translator and interpreter association), 
and Montreal en Action.  

In each engagement, we gathered feedback and 
documented transcripts where relevant to help 
us understand local voices more. Where                 
appropriate, we now seek research opportunities 
with local organizations based on local concerns 
from the transcripts. 

In all ways, we strive to contribute our religious 
literacy specialization in relevant and applicable 
ways with the greater community. We have done 
this in 2020 and am currently seeking funding to 
develop this further in rural, suburban, and urban 
areas across Canada. 

Our Initiatives 
Community Engagements 

« Vivre ensemble, malgré le  
racisme. Un défi québécois. »  

This confidential bilingual online focus 
group with young adults from across          
Quebec  (above) was co-hosted with the 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation.  

Using religious literacy principles, we         
discussed changes in race relations, racism 
and religious discrimination during the 
pandemic. 

“It was a great experience to be able 
to get to know people from different 
yet similar paths of life and to share 

our thoughts together.” 

- Young adult, Quebec, July 2020 
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Financial Overview  
Though we are in the early years of the non-profit and have limited resources, we are resourceful. 
Our strategic and responsible use of funds enables us to continue our impactful contributions since 
launching in November 2018. 

We are predominantly a fee-for-service non-profit. Hence, we are grateful for and strategic with all 
the donations we receive. To strengthen this further, we are applying for charitable status. 

 

July 1 to June 30 Fiscal year 

 2019 2018 

REVENUE   

Program income $35,407  $300 

Donations In $2,950 $514 

Total Revenue $38,357  $814  

   

EXPENSES   

Subcontractor fees $26,239 - 

Project costs $3,767 - 

Administration $2,178 $1052 

Marketing & Comm $901 - 

Donations out $300 - 

Conference/Meetings $115 - 

Total Expenses $33,501 $1,052 

   

Excess of Revenues over Expenses $4,855 $-238 

Net assets, beginning of year $106 $334 

Net assets, end of year $4,962 $106 
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Thank you 
 

Individual donors 
Mr. & Mrs. Ashfraf 
Amy Cooper 
Erin Reid 
Dr. Hicham Tiflati 
Dr. Shauna Van Praagh 
Uzma Majeed 
 

CCRL Team 
Dr. W. Y. Alice Chan 
Alim Fakirani, PhD Candidate 
Dr. Arzina Zaver 
Dr. Christina Parker 
Dr. Hicham Tiflati 
Hiren Mistry, PhD Candidate 
Erin Reid, PhD Candidate 
Joseph Ching 
Dr. Margie Patrick 
Dr. Sabrina Jafralie 
Dr. Sivane Hirsch  
 

Board Members 
Balpreet Singh Boporai,  
World Sikh Organization Legal Counsel 
Dr. Bryan Hillis, retired President,  
Luther College, University of Regina 
Dr. Shauna Van Praagh,  
McGill University Professor of Law 
Dr. Siebren Miedema,  
Emeritus Professor, VU University               
Amsterdam 
Uzma Majeed,  
McGill University Research Administrator 
 

Advisors 
Dr. Blair Stonechild, First Nations University 
of Canada Professor of Indigenous Studies 
Myõkyõ Judith McLean, Zen Buddhist monk  
Dr. Robert Jackson, Emeritus Professor,  
University of Warwick 
 

 

Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Memberships 
We are thankful to collaborate alongside these local 
groups and engage in ongoing local efforts.  
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November 2020 

 

The Centre for Civic Religious Literacy 

1176 rue Bishop 

Montreal, Quebec 

H3G 2E3 

Canada 

info@ccrl-clrc.ca 

 

 

A federally incorporated non-profit 

 

 

www.ccrl-clrc.ca 

mailto:info@ccrl-clrc.ca
https://www.ic.gc.ca/app/scr/cc/CorporationsCanada/fdrlCrpDtls.html?corpId=10800031&V_TOKEN=1605278888699&crpNm=the%20centre%20for%20civic%20religious%20literacy&crpNmbr=&bsNmbr=
http://www.ccrl-clrc.ca

