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CCRL Updates 
 

In early March, we co-hosted an engaging public roundtable titled, “Racism and Civil 
Society: Seeking Room for Dialogue,” in Vancouver. With the Canadian Race Relations 
Foundation, we welcomed five incredible community leaders to speak on the issue. No 
one could have imagined the COVID-19 related life-changes in the weeks to come.  

 

 
 
Panel conversation with (L to R): Kasari Govender, BC Human Rights Commissioner, Jennifer 
Reddy, Trustee, Vancouver School Board, Laura Mannix, Director of Community Development, 
DIVERSECity, Dr. Moussa Magassa, Human Rights Education Advisor, University of 
Victoria,  Alison Dudley, Executive Director, Multiculturalism Branch, BC Ministry of Tourism, Arts 
& Culture, and host Alim Fakirani, the BC Regional Director for the Centre for Civic Religious 
Literacy. (https://youtu.be/REJQjROSvAI).  
 

https://ccrl-clrc.ca/vanroundtable/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/vanroundtable/
https://bchumanrights.ca/meet-the-commissioner/
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/District/Board-of-Education/Trustees/Pages/Jennifer-Reddy.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/District/Board-of-Education/Trustees/Pages/Jennifer-Reddy.aspx
https://www.dcrs.ca/leadership-team/laura-mannix/
https://www.uvic.ca/equity/about/staff/profiles/magassa-moussa.php
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alison-dudley-b5296264/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/alim-fakirani
https://youtu.be/REJQjROSvAI


In this COVID time, we are very thankful for the healthcare workers, grocery store clerks, 
postal workers, emergency responders, other frontline workers, and journalists who are 
working tirelessly to help society persevere and stay informed. We are also tremendously 
grateful to the political leaders and religious and community leaders who are supporting 
society at a macro and one-on-one level.  
 
It has thrown our team, many who are full-time teachers and professors, into drastic 
changes at unprecedented speed. The conferences to meet you and many stakeholders in 
our work have all been postponed or canceled. Now, we are engaging with our network to 
plan and prepare for the future while trying to transition into online engagements. 
 
Through all this, we see religious, spiritual, and non-religious leaders and communities 
respond to this globally. The understanding of civic religious literacy reminds us that the 
expression and practice of one’s worldview really does change as social, political, and 
economic shifts occur. It is so apparent that Wikipedia has even started an article on it: 
“Impact of the 2019–20 coronavirus pandemic on religion”, in addition to all the headlines 
below. Even for religious/spiritual/non-religious groups that do not encourage or require 
regular in-person gatherings, it is requiring people to adapt certain practices, like 
mourning. In cultures where funeral services and traditions are exceptionally strong, 
massive changes are challenging the community well-being at a time that is already trying 
for many.   
 
For civic well-being, we are also reminded that everyone practices differently, and that 
society must protect everyone’s right to expression and practice of religious and 
conscience-based worldviews – an easy thing to miss when multiple parts of society 
change quickly and simultaneously. 
 
Using civic religious literacy, we see: (1) hate and defiance emerging from opportunists, 
such as ISIS and other violent extremist groups, who target minorities like Sikh Afghans, 
(2) care and compassion abound as nightly applause for healthcare workers in the BC 
Lower Mainland and Toronto occur, (3) our common humanity as Canadian religious 
leaders in ecumenical and interfaith networks unite for the first time in history to 
encourage all Canadians to protect society and practice self-isolation. 
 
To highlight these pivotal (and other emerging!) changes using the skills of religious 
literacy, we are listing particular incidents in our Twitter, FaceBook, and LinkedIn accounts. 
Please join us as we observe and make sense of these rapid changes to humanity, and 
seek ways to support one another through them especially as the majority of the world 
will be entering key religious holidays in the coming weeks.   
 
We wish you good health and peace as we go through this together,  
 

https://ccrl-clrc.ca/our-presentations/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_2019%E2%80%9320_coronavirus_pandemic_on_religion
http://www.worldsikh.org/wso_calls_for_urgent_assistance_to_afghan_sikhs_after_kabul_attack
https://www.burnabynow.com/news/daily-salute-to-health-care-workers-is-like-our-virtual-hug-says-burnaby-rcmp-1.24107704
https://www.burnabynow.com/news/daily-salute-to-health-care-workers-is-like-our-virtual-hug-says-burnaby-rcmp-1.24107704
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/nurse-almost-brought-to-tears-as-toronto-neighbourhood-cheers-for-health-care-workers-1.4874399
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-gratitude-and-solidarity/
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-gratitude-and-solidarity/
https://twitter.com/CcrlClrc
https://www.facebook.com/ccrlclrc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ccrl-clrc/


Alice 
CCRL Executive Director & Co-Founder  

 

The Pulse 

 

These current headlines reflect how religious, spiritual, non-religious perspectives remain 
part of our daily lives and society. The special issue on COVID-19 shows a caring and 
community-based Canada too. Follow our Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 
and LinkedIn accounts for headlines on a regular basis. Note, these headlines do not 
indicate endorsement but are shared for the purpose of awareness.  

Canada: 
 How Canadian religious groups are adapting to COVID-19 CTV News 
 WSO Calls For Urgent Assistance to Afghan Sikhs After Kabul Attack World Sikh 

Organization of Canada  
 Hope, Gratitude and Solidarity: A Message to Canadians from Religious Leaders in Canada 

in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic (FR & EN)  

 

https://twitter.com/CcrlClrc
https://www.instagram.com/ccrl.clrc/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Centre-for-Civic-Religious-Literacy-2033697073383562/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ccrl-clrc/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/how-canadian-religious-groups-are-adapting-to-covid-19-1.4863270
http://www.worldsikh.org/wso_calls_for_urgent_assistance_to_afghan_sikhs_after_kabul_attack
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-gratitude-and-solidarity/
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-gratitude-and-solidarity/
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-gratitude-and-solidarity/


Territories: 
 Warning issued for visitors of local church, dental clinic Whitehorse Daily Star 
 Nunavut MLA called out for statement about ‘two-spirit’ Nunatsiaq News 
 Leaders detail concerns about COVID-19 impacts on Indigenous populations National Post 

British Columbia: 
 Daily salute to health-care workers is ‘like our virtual hug,’ says Burnaby RCMP Burnaby 

Now 
 Surrey Vaisakhi parade cancelled to stop coronavirus spread Global News  
 Looking to help? B.C. will now match volunteers with isolated seniors CTV News 

Alberta: 
 Airdrie faith communities adjust to COVID-19 Airdrie Today 
 ‘Just another Indian’: Surviving Canada’s residential schools Al Jazeera 
 Coronavirus: Alberta Facebook groups offering support amid COVID-19 pandemic Global 

News 

Prairies: 
 Protecting elders means protecting history: Those most at risk of COVID-19 in Indigenous 

communities are keepers of treasured knowledge Winnipeg Free Press 
 Faith leaders send cross-cultural messages of hope, healing CBC Manitoba 
 Families can’t go to them, so Ma Mawi staff, volunteers filling needs, stomachs Winnipeg 

Free Press 
 Sask. Court of Appeal sides with Catholic division in school funding case Regina Leader-

Post 

Ontario: 
 Nurse almost brought to tears as Toronto neighbourhood cheers for health-care 

workers CTV News 
 ‘It’s like a rolling high tide that’s coming’: Indigenous communities prepare for COVID-

19 Anglican Journal 
 YMCA launches Virtual Y to help people work out from home Sudbury.com 
 Coronavirus: London acts of kindness abound in a public health emergency The London 

Free Press 

Quebec: 
 COVID-19: pas de Pâques dans les églises, tout sur le Web Le Soleil 
 La communauté juive Tosh de Boisbriand confinée Le Devoir 
 Indigenous voices sing out for healing during COVID-19 pandemic CTV News 

Atlantic provinces: 
 From Amherst with love during difficult times Cape Breton Post 
 Province offers gift cards, support hotline to Islanders affected by COVID-19 crisis CBC PEI 
 ROSEMARY GODIN: Reconciliation is for all of us Cape Breton Post 

International: 
 Pope’s special Urbi et Orbi blessing: ‘God turns everything to our good’ Vatican News 
 A Special Message from His Holiness the Dalai Lama The Office of His Holiness the Dalai 

Lama  

https://www.whitehorsestar.com/News/warning-issued-for-visitors-of-local-church-dental-clinic
https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/nunavut-mla-called-out-for-statement-about-two-spirit/
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/canada-news-pmn/leaders-detail-concerns-about-covid-19-impacts-on-indigenous-populations
https://www.burnabynow.com/news/daily-salute-to-health-care-workers-is-like-our-virtual-hug-says-burnaby-rcmp-1.24107704
https://globalnews.ca/news/6667800/surrey-vaisakhi-parade-cancelled-to-stop-coronavirus-spread/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/looking-to-help-b-c-will-now-match-volunteers-with-isolated-seniors-1.4869430
https://www.airdrietoday.com/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/airdrie-faith-communities-adjust-to-covid-19-2195335
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/indian-surviving-canada-residential-schools-200321120015080.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/6681249/coronavirus-alberta-facebook-groups/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/protecting-elders-means-protecting-history-569118422.html
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/protecting-elders-means-protecting-history-569118422.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/faith-leaders-hope-healing-winnipeg-coronavirus-1.5504439
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/special/coronavirus/families-cant-go-to-them-so-ma-mawi-staff-volunteers-filling-needs-stomachs-569257882.html
https://leaderpost.com/news/saskatchewan/sask-court-of-appeal-sides-with-catholic-divisions-in-theodore-case/
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/nurse-almost-brought-to-tears-as-toronto-neighbourhood-cheers-for-health-care-workers-1.4874399
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/nurse-almost-brought-to-tears-as-toronto-neighbourhood-cheers-for-health-care-workers-1.4874399
https://www.anglicanjournal.com/its-like-a-rolling-high-tide-thats-coming-indigenous-communities-prepare-for-covid-19/
https://www.anglicanjournal.com/its-like-a-rolling-high-tide-thats-coming-indigenous-communities-prepare-for-covid-19/
https://www.sudbury.com/beyond-local/ymca-launches-virtual-y-to-help-people-work-out-from-home-2200911
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/coronavirus-london-acts-of-kindness-in-a-public-health-emergency
https://www.lesoleil.com/actualites/covid-19-pas-de-paques-dans-les-eglises-tout-sur-le-web-f14dc492e8c17957906c78949c0452d8
https://www.ledevoir.com/societe/576110/la-communaute-tosh-de-boisbriand-confinee
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/indigenous-voices-sing-out-for-healing-during-covid-19-pandemic-1.4864812
https://www.capebretonpost.com/news/provincial/from-amherst-with-love-during-difficult-times-428535/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-premier-cabinet-tuesday-evening-covid-19-briefing-1.5508413
https://www.capebretonpost.com/lifestyles/local-lifestyles/rosemary-godin-reconciliation-is-for-all-of-us-426184/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-francis-urbi-et-orbi-blessing-coronavirus.html
https://www.dalailama.com/news/2020/a-special-message-from-his-holiness-the-dalai-lama


 Saudi tells Muslims to wait on Hajj plans amid coronavirus crisis Al Jazeera 
 COVID–19: BAPS Provides Global Spiritual Continuity During The Coronavirus 

Pandemic NBC 5 Dallas-Fort Worth 
 Some U.S. religious leaders flout COVID-19 restrictions with large gatherings CBC News 
 Most Americans Say Coronavirus Outbreak Has Impacted Their Lives More than half have 

prayed for an end to the virus’s spread Pew Research 
  

 

 

Religious Literacy Thought Corner 
Unique to this issue, this list focuses on responses and resources to COVID-19 in relation 
to religious literacy.  
 

 Grief in the time of coronavirus: How will the way we mourn change? The Globe and Mail 
 #MuseumWithoutWalls The Aga Khan Museum  
 Why does nature calm anxiety? The Why Factor, BBC 
 How the coronavirus is changing the way we worship The Religion and Ethics Report, 

Australia Broadcasting Corporation 
 “Spirituality in a Time of Crisis” FB Live Three-Part Interfaith Panel Series ING  
 Impact of the 2019–20 coronavirus pandemic on religion Wikipedia 

And, don’t forget our Twitter, FaceBook, and LinkedIn accounts! We are continuously 
updating threads and posts to analyze COVID-19 through religious literacy too.  
  

 

Cultural/Holy days (April & May 2020) 
This table describes the dates generally commemorated or observed by many individuals 
within a community. Some individuals from each community may not adhere to the 
cultural/holy days themselves. It is not a comprehensive list of cultural/holy days 
worldwide but a list of those most commonly recognized across parts of Canada. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/saudi-tells-muslims-wait-hajj-plans-coronavirus-crisis-200331174534584.html
https://www.nbcdfw.com/about-nbc-5/community/covid-19-baps-provides-global-spiritual-continuity-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/2342157/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/about-nbc-5/community/covid-19-baps-provides-global-spiritual-continuity-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/2342157/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/some-us-churches-flout-covid-19-restrictions-1.5515436
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2020/03/30/most-americans-say-coronavirus-outbreak-has-impacted-their-lives/
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2020/03/30/most-americans-say-coronavirus-outbreak-has-impacted-their-lives/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-grief-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-how-will-the-way-we-mourn-change/
https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/exhibitions/museum-without-walls
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csytzt
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/religionandethicsreport/religious-communities-and-coronavirus/12043120
http://www.ing.org/interfaith-series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_2019%E2%80%9320_coronavirus_pandemic_on_religion
https://twitter.com/CcrlClrc
https://www.facebook.com/ccrlclrc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ccrl-clrc/


 

As the world commemorates many of these important days from home, our team wishes 
you a rejuvenating time of contemplation and (virtual) community support. 

 

April 2020 

 
APR 2 – Rama Navami (Hindus) 
APR 7 – Hanuman Jayanti (Hindus), Guru Purnima (Hindus), Passover begins (until April 13, 
Jewish people), Memorial of Christ’s Death (Jehovah’s Witnesses) 
APR 9 – Maundy Thursday (various Christian groups)  
APR 10 – Good Friday (Protestant and Catholic Christians) 
APR 13 – Easter Sunday (Protestant and Catholic Christians) 
APR 14 –  Vaisakhi/Baisakhi (Sikhs) 
APR 17  – Good Friday (Orthodox Christians) 
APR 19  – Easter Sunday (Orthodox Christians) 
APR 20  – First Day of Ridvan (until May 1, Baha’is) 
APR 22  – Earth Day (Humanists and various other groups)  
APR 23 – Ramadan begins (Muslims, until May 23) 
APR 30 – Vesak or Buddha Purnima (Mahayana, Theravadan, and Riwoche Tibet 
Buddhists), Beltane (Wiccans) 
 

May 2020 
 

MAY 8 – St. Mark’s Feast (Coptic Christians) 
MAY 15 – Laylat-al-Qadr (various Muslim groups) 
MAY 23 – Declaration of the Bab (Baha’is) 

https://www.officeholidays.com/countries/india/ram_navami.php
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/hinduism/what-is-hanuman-jayanti.aspx
https://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/omsweetom/2011/07/guru-purnima-celebrating-the-bond-between-guru-and-shishya.html
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/871715/jewish/Passover-2019-Pesach.htm
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/diversity/jehovahs-witnesses-observance-of-the-memorial-of-jesus-christs-death/
https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/what-is-maundy-thursday-11628350.html
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/2007/03/faq-christian-holidays-during-holy-week.aspx
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-easter
https://www.officeholidays.com/holidays/india/vaisakhi
https://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/religion101/2013/05/orthodox-easter-2013.html
https://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/religion101/2013/05/orthodox-easter-2013.html
https://bahaicanada.bahai.ca/the-first-day-of-ridvan-2/
https://earthday.ca/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976
https://www.thoughtco.com/vesak-449912
https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/buddhist-countries-and-the-different-names-of-buddha-purnima-5154009/
https://www.thoughtco.com/beltane-4159809
https://www.stminahamilton.ca/2010/05/st-mark-the-great-martyr-apsotle-and-evangelist
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/lailatalqadr.shtml
https://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/religion101/2013/05/declaration-of-the-bab-2013.html


MAY 23 or 24 – Eid-ul-Fitr (date depends on Muslim group) 
MAY 28 – Pentecost (Orthodox Christians) 
MAY 29 – Shavuot (until May 30, various Jewish groups), Ascension of Bahá u’ 
lláh (Baha’is)  
 

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/islam/what-is-eid-al-fitr-and-why-do-muslims-celebrate-it.aspx
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2017/06/04/45-holy-pentecost
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/shavuot.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ascension.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ascension.shtml

