
June 2019 Newsletter 
CCRL Updates 

Our team was very busy in April, May, and June. We had the amazing opportunity to share 
our work and connect with people across North America  in four conferences. This included 
a workshop titled, “Queering Religion,” at the You-Are-Not-Alone conference for middle 
and high school aged youth in the Peel District School Board, Ontario.   
 

 

Visit our site here to learn more about our recent work: https://ccrl-clrc.ca/our-
presentations/ 
 
At the same time, we have been actively addressing Quebec’s CAQ party’s Bill 21 proposal 
to ban a number of public sector workers from wearing religious symbols. To counter this 
Bill, we participated in a human chain peaceful protest and shared a statement at a public 
hearing in Montreal. We continue to act with others in the Coalition Inclusion Quebec to 
address Bill 21. 
 
Despite Bill 21’s exclusionary stance, we witnessed tremendous inclusion among the 
Raptors fans during the NBA Playoffs. We cheered with die-hard fans to see the Raptors 
become NBA Champions! We are so proud of the Raptors and equally proud of Canada as 
a nation. We saw fans across different beliefs, ages, race, and ethnicity come together to 
support the team. Our work aims to continue this civic and communal cohesion even after 
the game is over. #WeTheNorth 
 
These headlines and more are noted below in this bi-monthly newsletter. 

 

https://twitter.com/yanampp?lang=en
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/our-presentations/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/our-presentations/
https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2019/05/05/human-chain-against-bill-21/
https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2019/05/05/human-chain-against-bill-21/
https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2019/05/05/human-chain-against-bill-21/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/05/10/represented-by-the-raptors.html


The Pulse 

 

News, reports, and research headlines (Canada and global) related to religious 
literacy. Follow our Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn accounts for headlines on a regular 
basis. As a reminder, these headlines do not indicate endorsement but are shared for the 
purpose of awareness. 
 
Canada: 

 231 ‘imperative’ changes: The MMIWG inquiry’s calls for justice CBC Indigenous 
 Dealing with the absurdity of human existence in the face of converging catastrophes The 

Conversation 
 Crisis of Faith? Even practicing Catholics say Church has done a poor job handling sexual 

abuse issueAngus Reid Institute 
 1 In 3 Canadians Wants Ban On Politicians Wearing Religious Symbols: Poll Huffington 

Post Canada 
 Asia Bibi’s escape to Canada shines light on Pakistan’s controversial blasphemy laws CBC 

News 
  

Territories: 
 New Yellowknife mosque and community centre to be built after long wait CBC News 
 Anchorage artist addresses suicide in Indigenous communities with new exhibit Yukon 

News 
 Ban conversion therapy, students urge Whitehorse Daily Star 
 Two fierce Canadian women survived alone in brutal Arctic wilderness for shot at 

US$500,000National Post 
  

https://twitter.com/CcrlClrc
https://www.instagram.com/ccrl.clrc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ccrl-clrc/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/mmiwg-inquiry-report-1.5158385
https://theconversation.com/dealing-with-the-absurdity-of-human-existence-in-the-face-of-converging-catastrophes-110261?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%202%202019&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%202%202019+CID_01d9b686f82393e3dd56a9e85122700b&utm_source=campaign_monitor_ca&utm_term=Homo%20absurdus%20%20a%20human%20that%20spends%20its%20whole%20life%20trying%20to%20convince%20itself%20that%20its%20existence%20is%20not%20absurd
http://angusreid.org/catholic-church-canada/
http://angusreid.org/catholic-church-canada/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/poll-ban-religious-symbols_ca_5ce9706ce4b00e03656f0969
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/asia-bibi-lawyer-blasphemy-laws-pakistan-1.5132232
https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.5141440
https://www.yukon-news.com/entertainment/anchorage-artist-addresses-suicide-in-indigenous-communities-with-new-exhibit/
https://www.whitehorsestar.com/News/ban-conversion-therapy-students-urge
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/television/two-fierce-canadian-women-survived-alone-in-brutal-arctic-wilderness-for-shot-at-us500000
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/television/two-fierce-canadian-women-survived-alone-in-brutal-arctic-wilderness-for-shot-at-us500000


British Columbia: 
 Atheist nurse’s fight against mandatory AA will go before B.C. Human Rights Tribunal CBC 

British Columbia 
 Most B.C. residents believe in God, but few attend church regularly Vancouver News 
 Madii Lii: Protecting Our Territories Watershed Sentinel 
 Project puts focus on 50 years of abortion The Catholic Register 

  

Alberta: 
 Arab-Canadian high school students call for globalized curriculum to change 

stereotypes The Conversation 
 Photos: 2019 Vaisakhi Nagar Kiran Sikh Parade in Edmonton Edmonton Journal 
 Community, religious leaders react to anti-Semitic vandalism in Edson, Alta. CBC News 
 Pride flag to fly in Taber Lethbridge Herald 
 Halal meal options in Fort MacMurray Health Centre Fort McMurray Today 
 Committee erupts after Tory MP tells Muslim witness he ‘should be ashamed’ CBC News 

  

Prairies: 
 Manito Ahbee pow wow thrills Manitobans City News 
 Abortion pill now covered for all Canadians World Religion News 
 Regina Huda School project translating O Canada into 14 languages Regina Leader-Post   
 7 Indigenous Designers Redefining Traditional Accessories Flare 

  

Ontario: 
 Represented by Raptors: How one team connects the most diverse city in the 

world Toronto Star 
 Ontario’s Conservative Rabbis pave the way for easier LGBTQ conversions The Canadian 

Jewish News 
 Is access to vegan food a human rights issue? Experts weigh in Global News 
 Ontario priests’ podcast from pub explores faith in the public square Anglican Journal 

  

Quebec: 
 A new poll shows support for Bill 21 is built on anti-Islam sentiment Montreal Gazette 
 The UN sent a letter to Quebec about Bill 21. What does it mean? CBC Montreal 
 Josh Freed: Nose rings and other contradictions of Bill 21 Montreal Gazette 
 Human chain against Bill 21 City News Montreal 
 Muslim women report spike in harassment, discrimination since Bill 21 tabled CBC 

Montreal 
 Hundreds of West Island high school students protest secularism bill CBC News 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/byron-wood-nurse-12-step-religious-discrimination-complaint-1.5172488
https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/2019/04/19/bc-residents-believe-god-church/
https://watershedsentinel.ca/articles/madii-lii-protecting-our-territories/
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/29720-project-puts-focus-on-50-years-of-abortion
https://theconversation.com/arab-canadian-high-school-students-call-for-globalized-curriculum-to-change-stereotypes-112643?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%208%202019&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%208%202019+CID_e1c38bf4332ddebd8cd007125c7f3ee0&utm_source=campaign_monitor_ca&utm_term=Arab-Canadian%20high%20school%20students%20call%20for%20globalized%20curriculum%20to%20change%20stereotypes
https://theconversation.com/arab-canadian-high-school-students-call-for-globalized-curriculum-to-change-stereotypes-112643?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%208%202019&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%208%202019+CID_e1c38bf4332ddebd8cd007125c7f3ee0&utm_source=campaign_monitor_ca&utm_term=Arab-Canadian%20high%20school%20students%20call%20for%20globalized%20curriculum%20to%20change%20stereotypes
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/photos-vaisakha-nagar-kirtan-sikh-parade-in-edmonton
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/leaders-react-antisemitic-vandalism-edson-1.5133332
https://lethbridgeherald.com/news/lethbridge-news/2019/05/21/pride-flag-to-flyin-taber/
https://www.fortmcmurraytoday.com/news/local-news/halal-joins-increasingly-large-list-of-meal-options-at-northern-lights-health-centre
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/ashamed-cooper-suri-committee-chaos-1.5156624
https://winnipeg.citynews.ca/video/2019/05/18/manito-ahbee-pow-wow-thrills-manitobans/
https://www.worldreligionnews.com/religion-news/abortion-pill-now-covered-canadians
https://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/regina-huda-school-project-translating-o-canada-into-14-languages
https://www.flare.com/fashion-beauty/indigenous-accessories-designers/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/05/10/represented-by-the-raptors.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/05/10/represented-by-the-raptors.html
https://www.cjnews.com/news/canada/ontarios-conservative-rabbis-pave-the-way-for-easier-lgbtq-conversions
https://globalnews.ca/news/5301544/vegan-food-human-right-ontario-firefighter/
https://www.anglicanjournal.com/ontario-priests-podcast-from-pub-explores-faith-in-the-public-square/
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/a-new-poll-shows-support-for-bill-21-is-built-on-anti-islam-sentiment?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1558124341
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/un-letter-to-quebec-what-does-it-mean-1.5149214?__vfz=medium%3Dsharebar
https://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/josh-freed-nose-rings-and-other-contradictions-of-bill-21
https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2019/05/05/human-chain-against-bill-21/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/muslim-women-report-spike-in-harassment-discrimination-since-bill-21-tabled-1.5134539
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/west-island-students-protest-secularism-bill-1.5127034


Atlantic provinces: 
 N.B. mayor extends welcome mat to Quebecers unhappy with religious symbols 

bill Global News 
 ‘Christianity after religion’: How Pictou County churches are dealing with congregational 

declineKings County News 
 Ramadan in jail: prisoners in Burnside are being denied the right to practice their 

religion HalifaxExaminer 
 Art meets religion for series of paintings at St. John’s church CBC Newfoundland and 

Labrador 
  

International: 
 A conservative Christian group is pushing Bible classes in public schools nationwide — and 

it’s working The Washington Post 
 The New German Anti-Semitism The New York Times 
 There is more than one religious view on abortion – here’s what Jewish texts say The 

Conversation 
 How the Deprivation of Ramadan Helps Care for the Spirit The New York Times 
 Iranians boycott ride-hailing app after hijab controversy Al Jazeera English 
 India’s Prime Minister Modi pursues politics of Hindu nationalism – what does that 

mean? Religion News Service 
  

 

 
Religious Literacy Thought Corner 

Here are some podcasts, webinars, and books we are following and reading to think 
bigger these days. 
 

 CBC’s The Current podcast – “‘They followed me everywhere’: Reporter tailed, deterred 
while investigating Uighur detention in Xinjiang” 

 Religica (Podcast series) 
 Faith and Climate Webinar Series 
 A Moon for Moe and Mo (Book) 
 Hats of Faith (Book) 

  

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/5122129/new-brunswick-welcomes-quebecers-religious-symbols/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5122129/new-brunswick-welcomes-quebecers-religious-symbols/
https://www.kingscountynews.ca/living/christianity-after-religion-how-pictou-county-churches-are-dealing-with-congregational-decline-274266/
https://www.kingscountynews.ca/living/christianity-after-religion-how-pictou-county-churches-are-dealing-with-congregational-decline-274266/
https://www.halifaxexaminer.ca/featured/ramadan-in-jail-prisoners-in-burnside-are-being-denied-the-right-to-practice-their-religion/
https://www.halifaxexaminer.ca/featured/ramadan-in-jail-prisoners-in-burnside-are-being-denied-the-right-to-practice-their-religion/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/art-meets-religion-1.4975882
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/a-conservative-christian-group-is-pushing-bible-classes-in-public-schools-nationwide--and-its-working/2019/05/08/f3bb490e-39e8-11e9-a06c-3ec8ed509d15_story.html?utm_term=.b400b131d9a7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/a-conservative-christian-group-is-pushing-bible-classes-in-public-schools-nationwide--and-its-working/2019/05/08/f3bb490e-39e8-11e9-a06c-3ec8ed509d15_story.html?utm_term=.b400b131d9a7
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/21/magazine/anti-semitism-germany.html?em_pos=medium&ref=headline&nl_art=1&te=1&nl=magazine&emc=edit_ma_20190523
https://theconversation.com/there-is-more-than-one-religious-view-on-abortion-heres-what-jewish-texts-say-116941?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2021%202019&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2021%202019+CID_c90c1d36490a1edd3114427f3099122e&utm_source=campaign_monitor_ca&utm_term=There%20is%20more%20than%20one%20religious%20view%20on%20abortion%20-%20heres%20what%20Jewish%20texts%20say
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/21/style/self-care/how-the-deprivation-of-ramadan-helps-care-for-the-spirit.html?em_pos=small&ref=headline&nl_art=2&te=1&nl=nyt-living&emc=edit_li_20190523
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2019/06/iranians-boycott-ride-hailing-app-hijab-controversy-190612134108045.html
https://religionnews.com/2019/05/28/indias-prime-minister-modi-pursues-politics-of-hindu-nationalism-what-does-that-mean/
https://religionnews.com/2019/05/28/indias-prime-minister-modi-pursues-politics-of-hindu-nationalism-what-does-that-mean/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-may-23-2019-1.5145446/they-followed-me-everywhere-reporter-tailed-deterred-while-investigating-uighur-detention-in-xinjiang-1.5146273
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-may-23-2019-1.5145446/they-followed-me-everywhere-reporter-tailed-deterred-while-investigating-uighur-detention-in-xinjiang-1.5146273
https://religica.org/seek/
https://parliamentofreligions.org/drag-and-drop-page/faith-and-climate-webinar-series?utm_source=Email+Updates&utm_campaign=63fe29a7b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_03_06_31&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5516d1b278-63fe29a7b5-87871437&mc_cid=63fe29a7b5&mc_eid=7bb6532166
https://www.charlesbridge.com/products/a-moon-for-moe-and-mo
https://hatsoffaith.com/


Cultural/Holy days (June and July 2019) 
This table describes the dates generally commemorated or observed by many individuals 
within a community. Some individuals from each community may not adhere to the 
cultural/holy days themselves. It is not a comprehensive list of cultural/holy days 
worldwide but a list of those most commonly recognized across parts of Canada. 

 

We wish happiness and/or rejuvenating contemplation to all who may commemorate 
these cultural/holy days in the coming months. 

 

June 2019 
 

 June 2 – Yom Yerushalayim (some of Orthodox Judaism) 
 June 3 – Savitri Pooja (certain Hindu traditions) 
 June 5 – Eid al-fitr (Islam) 
 June 9 – Pentecost (Christianity); Shavuot (Judaism, until June 10) 
 June 16 – Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib (Sikhism) 
 June 19 – Pentecost (Orthodox Christianity) 
 June 21 – Summer Solstice (various groups); National Indigenous Peoples Day; World 

Humanist Day (Humanism) 
 June 24 – St. Jean Baptiste (Catholics, predominantly in Quebec) 

 
 
 
 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/yom-yerushalayim-jerusalem-day
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/astrology/rituals-puja/vat-savitri-vrat-2019-significance-puja-ritual-and-shub-mahurat/articleshow/69629390.cms
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/eid-al-fitr-2019-190603070303923.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/pentecost
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/shavuot
http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-the-world/martyrdom-guru-arjan-dev-sikhs/
https://publicholidays.com.ua/pentecost/
https://www.rd.com/culture/fascinating-summer-solstice-traditions-around-globe/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/national-aboriginal-day
https://humanists.international/what-is-humanism/world-humanist-day/
https://humanists.international/what-is-humanism/world-humanist-day/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/st-jean-baptiste-day


July 2019 
 

 July 4 – Rath Yatra (Hinduism) 
 July 9 – Martyrdom of the Bab (Baha’i) 
 July 13 – Obon (Buddhism, predominantly among Japanese communities) 
 July 16 – Asalha Puja (Theravadan Buddhism); Guru Purinima (some Hindus) 
 July 24 – Pioneer Day (Latter Day Saints Christianity) 

  

Photos by Mèng Jiǎ and Jovi Waqa on Unsplash. 
 

https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/india/rath-yatra.php
https://bahaiteachings.org/remembering-the-martyrdom-of-the-bab
https://www.jrailpass.com/blog/obon-festival-in-japan
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/buddhism/dharma-day-a-universal-celebration-of-the-buddhas-teachings.aspx
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/guru-purnima/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/pioneer-day-2015-mormon_n_55af15a5e4b0a9b94852f9ec
https://unsplash.com/@justin73?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@joviwaqa?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/

